Opium Yyars
In the early 18003, the British treasury was being depleted due to its dependence upon imported tea
ram China. The Chinese still considered their nation to be the Middle Kingdom, and therefore viewed
he goods the Europeans brought to trade with
as nearly worthless trinkets. To solve this trade
imbalance Britain imported opium, processed
rom popy plants grown in the Crown Colony of
India, into China.

Chinese officials atternpted to ban the
importation of the highly addictive opium, but
ultimately failed. The British declared war on
China in a series of conflicts called the opium
Wars. SUperior British military technology
allowed them to claim victory and subject the
hinese to 3 series of unequal treaties.

Lnequal Treaties
. ccurding to the 1842 TI’EJI“;’ of Nanjing, the Chinese were to:

1. RE"'I:ILH'SE Britain for costs incurred fighting the Chinese
2. Open several ports to British trade

3. Provide Britain with complete control of Hong Kong

4. Grant extraterritoriality 10 British citizens living in China

Spheres of Influence

Eventually several European nations followed suit, forcing China to sign a series of unegqual treaties.
Extraterritoriality guaranteed that European citizens in China were only subject to the laws of their
owh nation and could only be tried by their own courts. Eventually western nations weary of governing
oreign lands, established spheres of influence within China which guaranteed specific trading
privileges to each nation within its respective sphere.
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Eventually the United States demanded equal trading status within China, and rather than carve out its
owi sphere of influence, simply announced the open Door Policy in 1899, This stated that all nations
should have equal trading rights reqgardless of spheres of influence. While this may have prevented the
urther expansion of spheres of influences, it did little to restore Chingse sovereignty.

_hinese Reaction

DiSQUStEd with the failed efforts of the Manchu D‘_-,-“r'laﬁt'_-,-“ Iy ridding China of Dpium ar fEIr'EiQr'I influence
arter the Dpiurn WEI’S, Chinese citizens staged the Taiping Rebellion bietween 1820-1864 . Already
eakened, the Chinese officials tLﬁ’ﬂEd to foreigners for help in putting down the rebellion, killing
millions of Chinese in the process’

After the further insult of the Open Door Policy, Chinese nationalist staged the poxerRebellionin
| S00 ) Wiewed as a threat to the profits they enjoyed in their imperialist spheres of influence, foreign
nations formed an international coalition that ended the uprising. With this wvictory, additional
concessions were granted to foreign nations within China.

Finallty, 5,000 wears of dynastic rule in China came to an end in 1911, China tumbled into civil war as
local warlords sought to control their locals, while nationalist IEaders sUCh 85 Sun Yixian soUght to
unify China. Civil war took hold of China after sun's death a5 Mao 2edong and his communist fOrCES
battled Sun's sUCCessor Jiang Jieshi for control of the country. In 1948, Mao established a communist
government in mainland China while Jiang Jieshi fled to Taiwan and established 3 democratic
fovernment there.
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Why did the Chinese have to reimburse Britian why not the other way around?

Why did they have to do all of this? What was Britian losing?

I'd get mad if I were apart of Chinas community

Thats a good idea.

Not okay. Why did they have to do that? I hate it when people die because of stupid reasons, like this conflict. I dont think its worth the lives of millions of people.


